ENGLISH
Year 5&6
Summer Term Week 5

Unit/Lesson focus: the aim of this unit of learning is to write an explanation text
based on the video ‘The Shirt Machine’ located on the following website
https://www.literacyshed.com/shirtmachine.html We will be revising the
features of explanation texts and imperative verbs, looking at different types of
questions, and also focusing on the use of expanded noun phrases and figurative
language in our sentences.
Credit @www.literacyshed.com
Unit Learning Objectives:
L.O.: To identify key features of an explanation text
L.O.: To identify the difference between open and closed questions
L.O.: To identify and use imperative verbs
L.O.: To use expanded noun phrases
L.O.: To use figurative language and descriptive writing to enhance an
explanation text
L.O.: To write an explanation text

Lesson 7 (3)
L.O.: To apply descriptive writing techniques to an
explanation text
I can identify descriptive writing techniques (e.g. expanded
noun phrases, figurative language)

I can also apply descriptive writing techniques to an
explanation text
I can even apply a range of appropriate descriptive writing
techniques to an explanation text

Vocabulary focus:

Fronted adverbial

Fronted Adverbial
What is an adverbial?
An adverbial is a word, phrase or clause that is used, like an adverb, to modify a verb or a clause.
Adverbs can be used as adverbials, but many other types of words, phrases and clauses can be used
in this way, including prepositional phrases and subordinate clauses.

What is a fronted adverbial?
When an adverbial is used at the beginning of a sentence, they are
often called ‘fronted adverbials’.

Adapted from

Fronted Adverbial
Fronted adverbials are used to describe…
the time something happens,
e.g. Before sunrise, Darius crept into the beast’s cave.

the frequency (how often) something happens,
e.g. Every so often, Darius could hear the beast’s ferocious snore.
the place something happens,
e.g. At the back of the cave, the terrifying creature began to stir.
the manner something happens,
e.g. As quick as a flash, Darius bounded behind a nearby rock.
the possibility (how likely) something will/has happen(ed),
e.g. Almost certainly, the deadly beast would find Darius.

Did you notice how
the fronted
adverbials were
punctuated?
Adapted from

Vocabulary focus:

comma

Fronted adverbial = word, phrase or clause used, like an
adverb, to modify a verb or a clause, at the beginning of a
sentence.

Example Sentences
Once he has eaten a piece of chocolate, my Uncle feels
ready to get to work.
After they left Jon, Sally and Bob went to the cinema.
Slowly and carefully, they released the badger back into
the wild.
Against all the odds, the mountaineers reached the
summit of Mount Everest before their oxygen supply ran
out.

Questions
Identify the adverbial phrases and insert commas correctly.
1. If it isn’t raining tomorrow I’m playing tennis.
2. Since it was messy I tidied my room.
3. Without warning the lightning struck the tree.
4. As the campers sat round the fire eating the bear remained
in the bushes.
5. While the onions were cooking the chef prepared the meat.
6. Stealthily the inquisitive kitten crept up on the unsuspecting
pigeon.

How many different shirts had the Uncle
created on his shirt machine?
Who had they been made for?
What was the purpose of each shirt?

Watch The Shirt Machine from 2:46 – 4:15.
http://www.literacyshed.com/shirtmachine.html
While you watch, pay close attention to the description and
features of each of the shirts. Think about the following:
• colour
• fabric (what it is made of)
• style (how it fits and fastens)
• how it works
• who it would benefit
You may wish to stop the film and watch a few times, making
notes about each shirt.

Today you are going to write descriptive paragraphs to detail
the features of a shirt produced by the shirt machine.
Read this section of the transcript from the film:
‘My uncle always writes downs what sort of shirt each one is, what it does and who it
was for after he makes one. Now he has a huge ledger full of details of the shirts he’s
produced.
The first shirt my uncle made was an edible shirt. This came in very handy for people
stuck on delayed trains, who otherwise would have missed their tea. Another very
popular shirt was the flying shirt. Two friends would be able to go out to a park on a
Sunday afternoon and take it in turns to fly around, while the other held onto them
with some string, rather like a human kite!’

The transcript gives the reader basic details about each shirt. If we are
creating a longer written passage about the shirt machine and what it
produces, we will need further information.

Task:

write descriptive paragraphs to detail the features of a shirt produced by

the shirt machine.
Choose one of the types of shirt mentioned
in the film - or invent your own - then write
descriptive paragraphs detailing the
features.
If you choose to describe your own shirt,
use the subheadings provided alongside
your own ideas.
Think about descriptive, expanded noun
phrases and varied sentence starters as you
write.
Include as wide a range of appropriate
descriptive writing techniques as you can in
order to make this text exciting and
engaging to the reader.

Use the following subheadings:
• What it looks like
• colour
• fabric (what it is made of)
• style (how it fits and fastens)

• How it works
• Key features

• Why it is a good idea
• who it would benefit
• why it is likely to sell

Can you think of any other
important specifications to add to
the list?

WAGOLL:
The first shirt made by the machine was an edible shirt.
To the untrained eye, the long sleeved, white shirt looks just like any other
ordinary, everyday work shirt. Designed from the finest Italian cotton, it
features a traditional collar and cuffs, so that it can be worn comfortably
to the office with a jacket and tie.
Remarkably, every part of the shirt can be eaten. Created to the exact
requirements of the customer, the shirt incorporates the foods of your
choice – from your favourite takeaway burger, to fish and chips, or even a
full three course dinner.
This shirt would be very handy for people stuck on delayed trains, who
otherwise would have missed their tea. If you were hungry, you would
only have to nibble on the cuff to release the edible qualities. So that
fellow travellers are not put off, the shirt does not smell of the food.
As many train journeys are delayed, this shirt would be very popular for
commuters and would sell very well.

Plenary:
When you have finished, read through your description to
ensure that you have
• included expanded noun phrases
• written in separate paragraphs as outlined on the task page
• tried to vary your sentence starters to include different
adverbial phrases
• punctuated your sentences correctly, using capital letters,
commas to separate adjectives and fronted adverbials, and
used a full stop to close
Go through and edit any sentences that you think can be
improved.

Reflection:
Lesson 7
L.O.: apply descriptive writing techniques to an
explanation text
I can identify descriptive writing techniques (e.g. expanded
noun phrases, figurative language)

I can also apply descriptive writing techniques to an
explanation text
I can even apply a range of appropriate descriptive writing
techniques to an explanation text

Answers
Identify the adverbial phrases and insert commas correctly.
1. If it isn’t raining tomorrow, I’m playing tennis.
2. Since it was messy, I tidied my room.
3. Without warning, the lightning struck the tree.
4. As the campers sat round the fire eating, the bear remained
in the bushes.
5. While the onions were cooking, the chef prepared the meat.
6. Stealthily, the inquisitive kitten crept up on the unsuspecting
pigeon.

