ENGLISH
Year 5&6
Summer Term Week 8
Day 5, Lesson 10

Unit/Lesson focus: the aim of this unit of learning is to write a formal nonchronological report linked to the video ‘Pandora’ located on the following
website http://www.literacyshed.com/the-sci---fi-shed.html
We will be revising the features of non-chronological reports and focus on a
range of vocabulary and grammatical structures that add the level of detail,
precision and formality required in a non-chronological report.
Credit @www.literacyshed.com

Unit Learning Objectives:
L.O.: To use a wide range of clause structures in sentences
L.O.: To use adverbs, prepositions and expanded noun phrases to add detail
L.O.: To use a range of cohesive devices within and across sentences
L.O.: To select vocabulary and grammatical structures for formality
L.O.: To write a non-chronological report

Lesson 10
L.O.: To present an informative report
I can present an informative report
I can also present an informative report as a television news
item
I can even use a range of persuasive devices in a television
news item

Vocabulary focus:

persuasive devices

Persuasive devices are words or phrases that
are used to encourage people to do
something, e.g. buy a product or take a
particular viewpoint.
Persuasion often takes the form of exaggeration
and the use of opinion written to look like facts.
Have a look at the poster on the next slide.

Persuasive devices = words or phrases that are used to
encourage people to do something

Example Sentences
Surely everyone can see that the council are fools!
You must buy this new cold relief product. It is the
best on the market. Guaranteed to banish nasty
symptoms in 48 hours.
We must stop this now!
Astonishingly, many people don’t know that our
parks are under threat.

Questions
Underline any persuasive devices that you can see in this letter.
Dear Editor,
Something must be done about the vandalism in our area. Are we really expected to
ignore the graffiti, broken windows and litter? Everyone must agree that this has got
to stop, but has the local council done anything? No!
Naturally we can’t expect the problem to be solved overnight. However, we can’t
continue spending public money on replacing things only to have them broken
repeatedly. What kind of people are we if we stand by and watch our beautiful village
wrecked every weekend?
It really wouldn’t be difficult to begin the fight back, but the council must get tough
with the culprits.
Your sincerely,
Disgusted of Tattleborough.

Today you are going to use the sentences that you wrote in yesterday’s
lesson to create a report for television.

How are news items reported on?
How do news items bring stories to your attention?
Watch an edition of Newsround

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/news/watch_newsround
What techniques are used?
How are news items reported?
Reporters use a variety of techniques, including some shown in the
posters on the next slide.

Today you are going to use the sentences that you wrote in yesterday’s
lesson to create a report for television.

You have been asked to present a report on Pandora for a
‘Newsround’ style documentary.
Using your sentences from yesterday you are going to turn them
into the script for ‘documentary’ part of a ‘Newsround’ style
report.
Think about
• the techniques that you might need to add to make your
paragraph persuade the listeners that there is a serious problem
on Pandora.
• the tone that you will need to use (you must remain polite and
not be rude to the listeners)

Task: present a report for a television feature.
Use your writing from yesterday to create the script for a feature on
a news programme (e.g. Newsround).
Challenge: add some persuasive devices by changing some of your sentences
or adding more sentences. Remember to maintain formality and not insult the
listeners, even though you might think it is necessary!
Now you have had a look at some examples, think carefully about the
formality of the documentary. This is a topic which is very serious, so the tone
has to reflect this (remember audience and purpose).
Think about the vocabulary that you are going to use – descriptive, precise,
formal, persuasive techniques. Write out your script.
Rehearse your piece – imagine that you are the reporter.
If you like, you can record it as if you were presenting it on the television.

WAGOLL:
Yesterday’s sentences with persuasive techniques added in bold.
Pandora: home to many awe-inspiring, magical yet dangerous creatures all of which
exist in a toxic atmosphere deadly to humans. Not many people are aware that
tropical rainforests cover vast areas of the planet and is home to many examples of
the symbiotic relationship between plants, creatures and humanoids. Beyond the
rainforests lie deep mines, full of unobtainium, giving everything their bioluminescent
qualities. Hanging in a magnetic field, the rocky mountains hover in a state of flux,
turning slowly and gracefully. Unobtainium, which is a rare earth mineral, is the most
efficient super conductor known to exist. Despite the toxic atmosphere, humans risk
their lives every year returning to mine unobtainium in vast quantities. During their
mining activities, massive areas of rainforest are being rapidly cleared, leading to
ecologists and biologists becoming worried about Pandora’s ecosystem. Experts are
rightly concerned that this extensive mining activity will lead to many of Pandora’s
beautiful creatures being added to the list of endangered animals, as many of the
plants and animals do not exist on any other planet. It doesn’t take much to realise
the effect that the deforestation of the natural habitat is causing on the planet. At
the rate that this is happening, how long will it be before life on Pandora ceases to
exist? It is up to us to help raise awareness of this issue before it is too late!

Plenary:
Read your script out loud to an adult at home

• Is it formal?
• Does it present the plight of the creatures/habitat that
you are talking about?
• Is it descriptive?
• Does it contain persuasive features?
• Is the message clear?

Record your report
Why are these kinds of news reports important?

Reflection:
Lesson 10
L.O.: To present an informative report
I can present an informative report
I can also present an informative report as a television news
item
I can even use a range of persuasive devices in a television
news item

Answers
Underline any persuasive devices that you can see in this letter.
Dear Editor,
Something must be done about the vandalism in our area. Are we really expected to ignore the graffiti,
broken windows and litter? Everyone must agree that this has got to stop, but has the local council
done anything? No!
Naturally we can’t expect the problem to be solved overnight. Thousands of pounds have been spent
this year on cleaning graffiti from our buildings. However, we can’t continue spending public money on
replacing things only to have them broken repeatedly. What kind of people are we if we stand by and
watch our beautiful village wrecked every weekend?
It really wouldn’t be difficult to begin the fight back, but the council must get tough with the culprits.
Your sincerely,
Disgusted of Tattleborough.
•
•
•
•
•

Rhetorical questions
Over-exaggeration
Opinion
Statistics
Powerful statements

