ENGLISH
Year 5&6
Summer Term Week 8
Lesson 1

Unit/Lesson focus: the aim of this unit of learning is to write a formal nonchronological report linked to the video ‘Pandora’ located on the following
website http://www.literacyshed.com/the-sci---fi-shed.html
We will be revising the features of non-chronological reports and focus on a
range of vocabulary and grammatical structures that add the level of detail,
precision and formality required in a non-chronological report.
Credit @www.literacyshed.com

Unit Learning Objectives:
L.O.: To use a wide range of clause structures in sentences
L.O.: To use adverbs, prepositions and expanded noun phrases to add detail
L.O.: To use a range of cohesive devices within and across sentences
L.O.: To select vocabulary and grammatical structures for formality
L.O.: To write a non-chronological report

Lesson 6
L.O.: To select vocabulary and grammatical
structures for formality
I can select vocabulary and grammatical structures for
formality
I can also select vocabulary and grammatical structures for
formality correctly in my descriptive writing
I can even use colons and semi-colons correctly when writing
grammatical structures in my descriptive writing

Vocabulary focus:

Sentence
punctuation

Sentence punctuation is the different
punctuation marks that you would find in a
sentence – capital letters, commas, dashes,
brackets, apostrophes, colons, semi-colons,
speech marks, question marks, exclamation
marks and full stops.
As you write, you should be checking your
sentences for punctuation errors.

Sentence punctuation = capital letters, commas, dashes,
brackets, apostrophes, colons, semi-colons, speech marks,
question marks, exclamation marks and full stops.

Examples
Jane ran down the stairs, into the kitchen and put the kettle
on. “I’m desperate for a cuppa!” she exclaimed loudly. As
soon as the kettle had boiled, she poured water into the mug
and opened the fridge. No milk. Was it still on the doorstep?
No, it wasn’t. sadly, Jane poured the tea down the sink and
poured herself an orange juice instead.
The Alps - a vast European mountain range - stretches
approximately 1,200 kilometres (750 mi) across eight Alpine
countries: France, Switzerland, Monaco, Italy, Liechtenstein,
Austria, Germany, and Slovenia.

Questions
Which sentence is punctuated
Add the correct sentence
punctuation to these sentences correctly?
1. would you like to come to my party
asked james
2. i cant wait to visit london cried
hussein
3. jessica wrote a shopping list bread
milk jam cheese and eggs
4. she arrived home to chaos there
were goats everywhere

1. Claire stood, on the doorstep put
her bags down and fumbled in her
pocket for the door, key.
2. Claire stood on the doorstep, put
her bags down and fumbled in her
pocket for the door key.
3. Claire stood on the doorstep put
her bags down and fumbled, in her
pocket, for the door key.
4. Claire, stood on the doorstep, put
her bags down - and fumbled in
her pocket for the door key.

Today you are going to select vocabulary and grammatical
structures to create a paragraph
So far we have given background
information to Pandora, written about
the anatomy of the insect and looked
at the insect’s diet.
Today we will look at the creature’s
habitat and use slow writing to create
a paragraph which includes different
grammatical structures.
First, watch the film clip from 1:10 –
2:10 and look closely at the habitat
that creatures live in on Pandora.
What do you notice?
http://www.literacyshed.com/the-sci---fi-shed.html

- Make notes about the habitat (the
plants, light, other creatures,
temperature, is there water?) as you
watch the film again.
- Think about how you would describe
the rainforest habitat.
- Use the following web pages to help
you if you need more information:
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/disco
ver/geography/physical-geography/15cool-things-about-rainforests/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/disco
ver/geography/physicalgeography/amazon-facts/

Today you are going to select vocabulary and grammatical
structures to create a paragraph

Height of trees = lots
of shade on forest
floor. Raindrops take
10 mins to reach the
ground

Humid atmosphere
- daily temperatures
around 30 degrees
C. creatures
adapted to this

Vast tropical rainforest
home to array of magical,
awe-inspiring and
dangerous creatures
Lush green plants, e.g.
ferns give home/
protection from
predators/ food for
creatures

Pandora
habitat

Creatures, flora, fauna
adapted to toxic
atmosphere – hence vivid
colours, exotic flowers

Rivers, waterfalls
give water and home
to water based
insects. Water
temperature – warm
to hot?

Tall, rocky outcrops
– creatures live in
nooks and crannies

Once you have made your
notes (and looked at other
web pages for additional
information) use a mind map
or diagram to help you select
the most interesting facts that
are going to help you describe
the habitat that your creature
lives in.
This has been filled in as an
example.
*There is a blank copy for you to
use on the next slide.

Use this mind map to help you organise your key facts

Pandora
habitat

Slow Writing Prompt taken from The Literacy
Shed
1) Sentence one must be a ‘Did you know…’
question.
2) Sentence two must include a relative clause.
3) Sentence three must open with a preposition.
4) Sentence four must include a list.
5) Sentence five must include at least two pieces
of technical vocabulary.
6) Sentence six must include a conjunction to
open a sentence.
7) Sentence seven must use brackets.
8) Sentence eight must open with an adverb or
adverbial phrase.

Now you have chosen your key
facts, you will use the slow writing
prompt to help you write your
paragraph.
This will help you to think about
the vocabulary that you choose
and also how to create your
sentences to ensure that you use a
variety of different styles.
You need to include the creature
that you are writing about.
*Remember that there needs to
be cohesion in your paragraph, so
you might wish to refer back to
last week’s lesson on cohesive
devices.

Task:

use the 5 senses and descriptive language to help you describe the shirt machine.

Mild

Hot

• Use the slow writing steps to begin
to formulate your sentences.

• Follow the slow writing steps to
formulate your sentences.
• include the following vocabulary:
prey or predator, habitat, species,
rely, diet, unusual, variety.
• Use : and ; to punctuate your
sentences accurately.
• Include a sentence which describes
the process of HOW they eat.

Medium
• Use the slow writing steps to
formulate your sentences.
• include the following vocabulary:
prey or predator, habitat, species,
rely, diet, unusual, variety.

You can see examples in the WAGOLL.

WAGOLL:
Habitat

Did you know that the rainforests on Pandora are teeming with a wide
variety of magical and dangerous creatures? Antlibugs, which have
adapted to the toxic atmosphere on the planet, are just one of the myriad
of hexapods that thrive on the planet. Under the warm, damp soil,
antlibugs make intricate burrows using debris from the bright green ferns
which grow throughout the rainforests. The carpet of debris on the forest
floor helps to protect antlibugs from predators including banshee,
bohemith and thonataur. With high levels of humidity and daily
temperatures exceeding 30◦ Celsius, a carpet of dead leaves forms the
base of this dim and shady forest floor; it provides shade until late evening
for the nocturnal antlibugs. Although antlibugs are not strong flyers, they
are still able to reach the nooks and crannies of low rocky outcrops which
litter the banks of the river; these provide a cool, damp microhabitat in
which they can hunt for food. These and the other strange creatures which
inhabit the rainforests are often camouflaged by exotic plants, which get
their vivid colours from the presence of unobtainium (rare earth mineral).
Unquestionably, this habitat is under threat from human action, as they
continue to mine unobtainium extensively across the planet.

Plenary:
When you have finished, read through your paragraph
and check that you have followed the instructions for
the challenge you have chosen.
Go through and edit any sentences that can be
improved. This will save you time when you come to
put your report together for presentation.
Reflect on the use of this format for writing.
Did you engage with this lesson?

Reflection:
Lesson 6
L.O.: To select vocabulary and grammatical
structures for formality
I can select vocabulary and grammatical structures for
formality
I can also use vocabulary and grammatical structures for
formality correctly in my descriptive writing
I can even use colons and semi-colons correctly when writing
grammatical structures in my descriptive writing

Questions
Which sentence is punctuated
Add the correct sentence
punctuation to these sentences correctly?
1. “Would you like to come to my
party?” asked James.
2. “I can’t wait to visit London!” cried
Hussein.
3. Jessica wrote a shopping list:
bread, milk, jam, cheese and eggs.
4. She arrived home to chaos. There
were goats everywhere.

1. Claire stood, on the doorstep put
her bags down and fumbled in her
pocket for the door, key.
2. Claire stood on the doorstep, put
her bags down and fumbled in her
pocket for the door key.
3. Claire stood on the doorstep put
her bags down and fumbled, in her
pocket, for the door key.
4. Claire, stood on the doorstep, put
her bags down - and fumbled in
her pocket for the door key.

