ENGLISH
Year 5&6
Summer Term Week 7

Unit/Lesson focus: the aim of this unit of learning is to write a formal nonchronological report linked to the video ‘Pandora’ located on the following
website http://www.literacyshed.com/the-sci---fi-shed.html
We will be revising the features of non-chronological reports and focus on a
range of vocabulary and grammatical structures that add the level of detail,
precision and formality required in a non-chronological report.
Credit @www.literacyshed.com

Unit Learning Objectives:
L.O.: To use a wide range of clause structures in sentences
L.O.: To use adverbs, prepositions and expanded noun phrases to add detail
L.O.: To use a range of cohesive devices within and across sentences
L.O.: To select vocabulary and grammatical structures for formality
L.O.: To write a non-chronological report

Lesson 2
L.O.: To select vocabulary for precision and detail
I can use a dictionary to help me check the meaning of
vocabulary
I can also use a dictionary and thesaurus to help me select
vocabulary for precision and detail
I can even use a thesaurus and challenge myself to select a
wider vocabulary for precision and detail

Vocabulary focus:

parenthesis

Parenthesis is a word, phrase or sentence
that is put in writing as extra information or
an afterthought. If the parenthesis is taken
away, the passage would still be complete
without it.
The additional information is punctuated by
using commas, dashes or brackets.

Conjunctions = words or phrases that are used to join
two clauses together.

Example Sentences
Jay’s dog, which was a spaniel, loved to play with its
squeaky bone.
Mr Roberts - my dad - is from Newcastle.
Tokyo (Japan) is where the next Olympic Games is
due to be held.

Questions
Add appropriate punctuation to indicate the parenthesis to
these sentences.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Lucy’s puppy Buster is six months old.
My sister who is three years younger than me is coming to dinner
tonight.
The blackbird which nests in sheltered places lays several eggs at a
time.
I visit Edinburgh Scotland every year.
Luton Town FC The Hatters was founded in 1885.

Introduction
If you’ve ever watched a television documentary, or programme
such as David Attenborough's ‘The Blue Planet’, you will have
come across examples of higher level vocabulary which is used for
precision and formality.
These words are examples of technical vocabulary and are
important because they relate specifically to the topic being
explained.
When you are writing, being able to use a wider range of
vocabulary also shows that you are thinking about the audience
and purpose in your work.

Today you are going to identify higher level vocabulary which
will add precision and formality to your report
Your tasks today all link with identifying words that you might not
be familiar with.
You will be finding their meanings and alternative vocabulary and
developing the confidence to use them.
A dictionary and thesaurus will be for this session.

Task 1: Bumper Words
Look at the words in each box. Which is the odd one out? Decide which one
it is and then ‘bump’ it to the next box. Look at the example then complete
the task on the next slide.

toxic
deadly

maleficent
lethal

cheeky
playful

wicked
obedient

maleficent
evil

menacing
wicked

Check with a dictionary to ensure
that you understand the meanings
of the vocabulary.
A thesaurus can be useful too.

Bumper Words
Look at the words in each box. Which is the odd one out?
Decide which one it is and then ‘bump’ it to the next box.

insect organism
hexapod colony

rapid swiftness
flight ______

group
path
_____ community

tread
speed

orbit
circle

______
pace

______
stride
Check with a dictionary to ensure
that you understand the meanings of
the vocabulary.
A thesaurus can be useful too.

Bumper Words
Create a Bumper Words quiz of your own using criticise, disastrous, hindrance, thorough
and determined as the key words. Remember to add two related words and one that is not
related to that box, but which will go into the next box.
criticise
______

______
______

thorough ______
______
______

disastrous ______
______
______

hindrance ______
______
______

persuade ______
______
______
Use a thesaurus to find
synonyms and antonyms.
Check with a dictionary to
ensure that you understand the
meanings of the vocabulary.

Task 2: three truths and a lie.
Below are four statements about a word that you may have seen on your
spelling list.
The statements are about the word’s part of speech, definition, related and
unrelated words, or the word’s personality. One of the statements, however,
is a lie. The challenge is to find the lie.
Here’s an example:
Familiar
• Familiar is when you recognize someone or know someone well.
• Familiar is an adverb.
• Familiar is cousins with the words ‘everyday’ and ‘household’.
• Geraint Thomas, Peter Sagan and Nairo Quintana are familiar names from
the Tour De France.

Task 2: three truths and a lie.
Did you find the lie? It was statement 2. Familiar is an adjective,
not an adverb.
On the next few slides, see if you can find the lie for each word.
Then there are some words for you to have a go at creating three
truths and a lie yourself.

Task 2: three truths and a lie.
amateur
• Amateur sports or activities are done by people as a hobby and not as a job.
• Amateur is an adjective.
• Amateur is cousins with the word ‘nonprofessional’.
• Amateur dancers get paid to perform.
harass
• To harass someone is annoy them repeatedly.
• Harass is a verb.
• Antonyms of harass are pester, hound and torment.
• Celebrities are often harassed by the press.

Task 2: three truths and a lie.
Mandible
• The mandible is the only moveable part of the skull.
• Mandible is an adverb.
• An insect uses its mandibles to defend against predators.
• Arthropods often have scary-looking appendages.
• Awe-inspiring
• Awe-inspiring is impressive - just like Niagara Falls.
• Awe-inspiring is an adjective.
• Awe-inspiring is not cousins with the words ‘lacklustre’, ‘mundane’ and ‘commonplace’.
• The view from Mount Snowdon is ordinary.

Task 2: three truths and a lie.
Foreign
Apparent
Vehicle

Today you are going to identify higher level vocabulary which
will add precision and formality to your report
1. Watch the Literacy Shed film about Pandora.
http://www.literacyshed.com/the-sci---fi-shed.html
As you do so, listen carefully to the narrator describing the planet.
2. Write down examples of technical (or higher level) vocabulary that you
hear mentioned. These might be words that you haven’t come across
before, or you don't really understand.
You may have to watch and listen a few times.

*You will find it useful to have a dictionary and thesaurus available for
these tasks.

Task: identify higher level vocabulary , synonyms and antonyms.
1. Identifying Technical Vocabulary
Use a dictionary to check the
meaning of these words, and write
As you watch the documentary, you
the definitions down in your book,
will come across technical vocabulary. before you continue with the next
These words are important as they
task.
relate very specifically to the topic:
 When you come across any other
words which you are unsure of, add
• toxic
them to your list along with a
• uninhabitable
definition.
•
•
•
•
•
•

orbit
ecology
stellar
hemisphere
galaxy
solar system

*It is important that you understand
the vocabulary which you are going
to be using and not just copy it down,
as you may end up using it out of
context.

Task: identify higher level vocabulary , synonyms and antonyms.
2. Identifying Synonyms
Look back at the list of words on the
previous slide. How many synonyms
can you find for each word?
Create a chart to list the technical
vocabulary and the synonyms
(vocabulary which could be used in its
place) that you can find.
E.g. harmful= deadly, noxious,
poisonous, toxic, lethal.
Will all of the alternatives (synonyms)
be suitable as a replacement in the
commentary?

3. Substituting Synonyms
Rewrite the passage substituting
synonyms for the words in bold.
Explain what this does to the text.
Pandora: a world of wonder and
mystery; incredible danger and strange
beauty. From Earth’s southern
hemisphere, you can see the solar
system where Pandora is located.
Pandora is one of many moons orbiting
the planet Polythemus. Pandora’s toxic
atmosphere makes it uninhabitable by
humans.

WAGOLL:
One example of how the words could be changed
Pandora: a world of surprise and uncertainty; great risk and
curious charm. From Earth’s southern half , you can see the
solar system where Pandora is situated. Pandora is one of
many moons around the planet Polythemus. Pandora’s lethal
air makes it unliveable in by humans.
Read the passage through carefully. Although the words that have been changed
are synonyms, do these substituted words make sense in the context in which they
have been written?

Plenary:
When you have finished, read through what you have
written.
 Do you understand the meaning of the vocabulary that
you have used?
 Have you checked the meanings of any words that are
unfamiliar in a dictionary?

How well have you engaged with today’s learning?
What have you found out that is new to you?

Reflection:
Lesson 2
L.O.: To select vocabulary for precision and detail
I can use a dictionary to help me check the meaning of
vocabulary
I can also use a dictionary and thesaurus to help me select
vocabulary for precision and detail
I can even use a thesaurus and challenge myself to select a
wider vocabulary for precision and detail

Answers
Add appropriate punctuation to indicate the parenthesis to
these sentences.
1.
2.

3.
4.
5.

Lucy’s puppy, Buster, is six months old.
My sister, who is three years younger than me, is coming to dinner
tonight.
The blackbird, which nests in sheltered places, lays several eggs at a
time.
I visit Edinburgh (Scotland) every year.
Luton Town FC - The Hatters - was founded in 1885.

Check to ensure that you have used the most appropriate punctuation for each
sentence.

Bumper Words ANSWERS
Look at the words in each box. Which is the odd one out?
Decide which one it is and then ‘bump’ it to the next box.

insect organism
hexapod colony

rapid swiftness
flight speed

flight

group
path
colony community

tread
speed

orbit
circle

path
pace

pace
stride
Check with a dictionary to ensure
that you understand the meanings of
the vocabulary.
A thesaurus can be useful too.

Task 2: three truths and a lie.
amateur
• Amateur sports or activities are done by people as a hobby and not as a job.
• Amateur is an adjective.
• Amateur is cousins with the word ‘nonprofessional’.
• Amateur dancers get paid to perform. This is a lie – amateurs do not get paid.
harass
• To harass someone is annoy them repeatedly.
• Harass is a verb.
• Antonyms of harass are pester, hound and torment. This is a lie – these are synonyms
• Celebrities are often harassed by the press.

Task 2: three truths and a lie.
Mandible
• The mandible is the only moveable part of the skull.
• Mandible is an adverb. Mandible is a noun
• An insect uses its mandibles to defend against predators.
• Arthropods often have scary-looking appendages.
• Awe-inspiring
• Awe-inspiring is impressive - just like Niagara Falls.
• Awe-inspiring is an adjective.
• Awe-inspiring is not cousins with the words ‘lacklustre’, ‘mundane’ and ‘commonplace’.
• The view from Mount Snowdon is ordinary. Ordinary is an antonym

