ENGLISH
Year 5&6
Summer Term Week 7

Unit/Lesson focus: the aim of this unit of learning is to write a formal nonchronological report linked to the video ‘Pandora’ located on the following
website http://www.literacyshed.com/the-sci---fi-shed.html
We will be revising the features of non-chronological reports and focus on a
range of vocabulary and grammatical structures that add the level of detail,
precision and formality required in a non-chronological report.
Credit @www.literacyshed.com

Unit Learning Objectives:
L.O.: To use a wide range of clause structures in sentences
L.O.: To use adverbs, prepositions and expanded noun phrases to add detail
L.O.: To use a range of cohesive devices within and across sentences
L.O.: To select vocabulary and grammatical structures for formality
L.O.: To write a non-chronological report

Lesson 1
L.O.: To identify and use a wide range of clause
structures in sentences
I can identify relative clauses, fronted adverbials and fronted
subordinate clauses.
I can also use a wide range of clause structures in sentences
I can even vary the position of a wide range of clause
structures within sentences

Vocabulary focus:

Clause

• A clause is a group of words that contain a subject and a
verb.
• It can act as a sentence (simple sentence).

• A main clause (independent clause) is a group of words
that expresses one complete thought.
• It must contain a subject and a verb.

• A subordinate clause (dependent clause) provides extra
information but cannot stand alone.
• It can begin with a subordinating conjunction or a relative pronoun.

Our learning today focuses on being able to identify and use a
wide range of clause structures in sentences.
This means that you have to be able to identify and write the
following:
main clauses
relative clauses
fronted adverbials
Fronted subordinate clauses

DEFINITIONS
A relative clause can be used to give additional information about a noun
or make clear which person or thing we are talking about.
A relative pronoun introduces a relative (adjective) clause. An adjective
clause follows a noun:
A fronted adverbial is when the adverbial word or phrase is moved to the
front of the sentence, before the verb.
An adverbial clause can also be a subordinate clause
A subordinate (dependent) clause adds extra information to the main
(independent) clause. It is not a complete sentence.
A dependent clause is connected to an independent clause by a
subordinating conjunction.

Relative clauses, fronted adverbials, fronted subordinate clauses

Task
Identify the relative pronoun in the sentence below.
The mountain, which could be seen in the distance, had snow on
top of it.

Identify the adverbial phrase
When I presented her with a birthday cake, my Mum smiled.

Label the subordinate clause in the sentence below.
When the bell rang, we dashed into the playground

Which clauses can you find in this sentence?
All of a sudden, the vicious Jack Russell (that had originally been
tied up outside the shop) appeared behind me and began to growl.

Relative clauses, fronted adverbials, fronted subordinate
clauses

Task:
• Identify the fronted adverbials.
• Which sentence contains a subordinate clause?
Hurriedly, he left cafe.
In a hurry as usual, he left the cafe.
As he was in a hurry, he left the cafe.
Marie Curie is the woman who discovered radium.
Lord Thompson, who is 76, has just retired.

Task
Follow the instructions to make improvements to this
sentence linked to the picture.

The marmot sat on the mountainside.
1. Begin your sentence with a fronted adverbial.
2. Use modifying nouns and adjectives to create
an expanded noun phrase.
3. Add an embedded relative clause beginning
with that, which, who or whose.
4. Add a subordinating conjunction to give extra
detail about the situation.
E.g. Cautiously, the brown-haired marmot, which
lived high on the windswept mountainside, stuck his
inquisitive head out of its rocky burrow and sniffed
the fresh air until he was certain that it was safe to
leave his confines.

Today you are going to use different clause structures to help
you write detailed description.
What can you remember about
Space from your science and general
knowledge?
What is in space, other than the
planets in our solar system and
galaxy?
Are there galaxies other than the
Milky Way?
Have a look on this website if you
would like to know more.
https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/galaxy/en/

Today you are going to use different clause structures to help
you write detailed description.
Watch the film ‘Pandora’ from The Literacy
Shed. http://www.literacyshed.com/the-sci---fished.html
What information do you find out about
Pandora when you watch this?
Watch the film through a few times and write
down as many facts as you can about Pandora.
(Can you find at least 8 facts?)
Either make a list in your book, or fill in a facts
box (like the one opposite) with the information
from the documentary.

Task: describe Pandora as part of the introduction, including relative clauses,
fronted adverbials and fronted subordinate clauses.

Today you will be writing the first paragraph of a non-chronological report.
1. Look at the facts that you wrote down whilst watching the film. You will
need to choose 6 – 8 facts in total which you think are important to add
into the introduction to the planet. E.g.
*it is located in the Alpha Centauri System
*Pandora orbits Polyphemus
*it is in the southern hemisphere

*4.4 light years from Earth
*it has a toxic atmosphere

2. Use these facts to create one example of each of the clauses:
• relative clause
• fronted adverbial
• fronted subordinate clause

Task:

describe Pandora as part of the introduction, including relative clauses, fronted
adverbials and fronted subordinate clauses.

3. Using the sentences that you have just written, complete your
paragraph about Pandora following these rules:
6 facts - include at least two relative clauses.
7 facts - use a relative clause and a fronted subordinate clause.
8 facts - use a relative clause, a fronted subordinate clause and two fronted adverbials.
Your sentence starters should be varied so that most of the sentences do not begin with
‘Pandora’ or ‘The’.

You can see an example in the WAGOLL.

WAGOLL:
Situated in the Alpha Centauri System, Pandora orbits the
Saturn-sized gas giant Polythemus. At 4.4 light years away, this is
the closest star system to Earth.
Due to its highly toxic atmosphere, which is deadly to humans,
the natural satellite is uninhabitable without specialist
equipment.
Similar to those of the Amazon, tropical rainforests cover a large
part of Pandora's continents where a wide variety of exotic
plants and awe-inspiring but dangerous animals can be found.

Plenary:
When you have finished, read through your introduction.
Check for
• Factual information about Pandora – you should have
included 6-8 facts
• A range of clause structures
• Relative clauses
• Fronted adverbials
• Fronted subordinate clauses

Go through and edit your paragraph to ensure that these are
included.
Also check for correct and varied punctuation and spelling.

Reflection:
Lesson 1
L.O.: To identify and use a wide range of clause
structures in sentences
I can identify relative clauses, fronted adverbials and fronted
subordinate clauses.
I can also use a wide range of clause structures in sentences
I can even vary the position of a wide range of clause
structures within sentences

Answers: Relative clauses, fronted adverbials, fronted subordinate clauses
Identify the relative pronoun in the sentence below.
The mountain, which could be seen in the distance, had snow on top of it.

Identify the adverbial phrase
When I presented her with a birthday cake, my Mum smiled.

Label the subordinate clause in the sentence below.
When the bell rang, we dashed into the playground

Which clauses can you find in this sentence?
*All of a sudden, the vicious Jack Russell (^that had originally been tied up
outside the shop) appeared behind me and began to growl.

*fronted adverbial; ^relative clause

Relative clauses, fronted adverbials, fronted subordinate
clauses

Task:
• Identify the fronted adverbials.
• Which sentence contains a subordinate clause?
Hurriedly, he left cafe.
In a hurry as usual, he left the cafe.
*As he was in a hurry, he left the cafe. *Subordinate clause
Marie Curie is the woman who discovered radium.
Lord Thompson, who is 76, has just retired.

