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Preparing for the next key stage: Key Stage Two
Everything that you might need to know…!
Timings of the school day:
At 8.35am the school gates will be opened allowing access to the school
playground. Children in Year Three will be expected to make their way to
their classroom for a prompt start at 8:45am. This helps to ease
congestion in the cloakrooms, corridors and playground. The school day
officially starts at 8.50am.
If your child is late for school, or needs to be returned following a
medical appointment, please sign them in at the school office and staff
will return them to their classroom. The school gates will be shut again
at 8:50am.
Morning break is at 10:30am and lunch is from 12.00pm until 1.00pm.
At 3.10pm the school gates will be opened to allow access to the
playgrounds. When the school day ends at 3.20pm, your child will be
brought to the door nearest the classroom by the class teacher or
teaching assistant for you to collect. If you arrange for someone else to
collect your child, please make sure that the school is aware of this. If
you arrive late to collect your child at the end of the school day, they will
be taken over to the office.
The school gates will be locked again at 3.35pm.
Independence
Developing independence is crucial to developing good learners so we
encourage this in all aspects of school life. At the start of the day we
would like your children to come into the school cloakrooms and
classrooms by themselves being responsible for organising their coats
and bags by themselves. Please say goodbye to your children on the
playground so that they will have the opportunity to develop that
independence as they come into school. They will need to hang up their
coat, place their lunchbox on the trolley and put their book bag in their
tray before starting their learning activities. If you have any urgent
messages or concerns that the class teacher needs to know please try to
pass them on to the school office or a member of staff on the
playground before trying to speak directly to the staff in your child’s
classroom.
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Security / Health and Safety of the school buildings
To help us ensure the safety of all our pupils and staff, please only come
into the school buildings if you have arranged it with a member of staff,
ideally by signing in through the school office. This ensures that at all
times only known, supervised or vetted adults have access to the school
buildings.
If possible, can all buggies and prams be left outside of the buildings as
they can be a hazard if left in corridors or brought into classrooms.
Medical information:
If your child has any changes to allergies or long term health conditions,
please make sure that you have informed us about them.
If your child needs prescribed medicine to be given to them, e.g.
antibiotics, then a form needs to be filled in at the school office and
medicines handed in to a member of the office staff.
Children often want to come into school even when they are unwell. You
know your child best but please do not let them persuade you to bring
them into school if they are unwell – infections spread rapidly in a school
and a child who is unwell will be unhappy at school. If your child has
been physically sick either at school or at home, they must stay away
from school for at least 48 hours after the last episode of sickness.
Please ensure we have up to date emergency contact details for your
child at all times in case we need to contact you during the school day.
If your child is absent from school due to illness, please telephone the
school office in the morning and leave a message. When your child
returns to school, please send a note to the teacher explaining the
reason for their absence. This is so that we can enter the reason for
absence in the school register.
Attendance
We at The Coombes are committed to building a school which provides
the best education possible for its pupils. Regular attendance is key to
achieving this. Research clearly demonstrates the link between regular
attendance, high achievement and a child’s wellbeing. As a school, we
encourage you to ensure that your child achieves maximum possible
attendance and that any problems that prevent this are identified and
acted on promptly. At the end of each term, we celebrate children
achieving 100% attendance by awarding them with a gold certificate to
take home. Finally, we celebrate all those children who have achieved
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97-99% attendance for the whole academic year and are given a bronze
or silver certificate.
Holidays
There are thirteen weeks of school holiday each year. Please do not
arrange family holidays or trips during term time. Please note if your
child is absent for a period of 20 consecutive days or more, the
Governing Body reserves the right to remove your child’s name from the
school roll. Attendance figures are regularly monitored by the school. If
your child’s attendance falls below 85% you will be invited into school to
discuss the reasons for this. Only in very exceptional circumstances will
absences other than illness be authorised.
Expectations
All Staff at the school recognise that good behaviour and discipline are
vital if pupils are to feel safe and secure and are to make the progress of
which they are capable. The behaviour we expect of our pupils is set out
in our ‘Coombes Code’, which is reinforced through our traffic light
system.
Every child begins each day with their name on the green marker
displayed on the wall of their class. They are then, as decided by the
teacher or teaching assistant, able to move their name up to the
sunflower and then the star markers, as recognition of their good
behaviour; or, if they are not following the Coombes Code, down to the
orange, red and storm cloud markers
If your child gets to the star, they enter their name into the gold book.
They then receive from the teacher a ‘star slip’ to take home.
If your child is put onto red, their name is put into the red book. If their
name is recorded three times in the red book you will be informed via a
letter or phone call from the class teacher. In the unfortunate and rare
instance of your child being put onto storm cloud, you will be informed
in person or via a telephone call by the class teacher or suitable member
of the Senior Leadership Team.
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Concerns
If you are worried about your child, talk to their class teacher. If
something has happened that you feel may affect them in school, please
let us know via the school office or a member of staff on the school
playground before school starts. This message will be passed onto the
class teacher. If the matter is not urgent then please see your child’s
teacher after they have dismissed everyone at the end of the school day.
Alternatively, send a note or arrange with the school office to make an
appointment.
In the unlikely event that your child’s teacher is unable to deal with your
concern, the next point of contact is the Key Stage Leader.
Snacks
We encourage children to bring a healthy snack such as fruit or
vegetables every day. They will have an opportunity to eat their snack
during morning break.
Please ensure your child brings a named water bottle to school with
them every day.
Lunch
Children can have a packed lunch or a school dinner. School dinners can
be ordered online.
The ‘Universal Infant Free School Meal’ initiative for years One and Two
doesn’t continue in KS2. If you are eligible for free school meals, we
would urge you to apply for this as it enables your child to access extra
funding and support in school. If you are entitled to it, please enquire at
the school office.
Parking
If you are bringing your child to school by car, there is parking available
at The Bull Pub or the Royal British Legion, located closely to the school.
Please do not use the school car parks as these are in constant use by
staff. Please only use surrounding streets as drop-off locations.
Communication
Frequent updates of activities going on at the school are accessible from
the MySchoolApp. Other letters and notes will be sent home in your
child’s book bag or tray so please check them every day. Key information
is also put on your child’s year group page on the school website. If you
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have issues accessing parts of the school website, please contact the
school office.
In addition, the school office regularly sends information by email or text
message. Please ensure the school office staff are kept up to date with
any changes of contact details so that you do not miss out on any
communication from us. School updates for the wider community can be
found on our Facebook page and on Twitter.
Uniform
You will find a uniform list in this pack. As all the children wear school
uniform and many items are almost identical, it is essential that all your
child’s clothes, including their PE kit and shoes, have their name in them.
It is very difficult to reunite lost clothes with the correct owner if they
are not named. If your child has lost any items of clothing, please talk to
the class teacher about checking the Lost Property box in the cloakroom.
All children in Year Three need a P.E. bag. These can be purchased
through myclothing.com, along with school sweatshirts, cardigans and
fleeces and hats. Pupils will need a bag for homework and they have the
options of a school book bag or a rucksack. If they do bring in a rucksack
we ask that it be of a reasonable size as the space on pegs and in the
cloakrooms is very limited.
We ask that P.E. kits are in school and available every day to enable
flexibility in our curriculum. We suggest your child brings their P.E. kit to
school on a Monday and takes home for a wash again on a Friday. You
will be informed of which days your child has regular P.E. lessons by
their class teacher, which will also be included in the year group page on
the school website.
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The Key Stage Two Curriculum
What is Key Stage Two?
Key Stage Two covers children aged 7-11, through years Three, Four,
Five and Six and the curriculum is a development of the National
Curriculum started in Key Stage One and covers the following areas:
Core subjects  English
 Mathematics
 Science
Foundation subjects –
 Art and Design
 Citizenship
 Computing/PSHCE
 Design and Technology
 Geography
 History
 Music
 Physical Education
 Religious Education
 French
An overview of the subject areas and themes covered during the year is
available on the school website.
How is the curriculum taught?
The curriculum is planned and taught through a range of learning
activities which might include whole class teaching, group work or
individual work. The learning may take place on the carpet, at tables, in
the hall or in outside spaces.
We tailor our activities to the learning needs of the pupils, always
seeking to develop pupils’ engagement, independence and creativity, for
example by using open ended group tasks, talk partners, a ‘no-hands up’
policy and success criteria.
Phonics & Spellings
In Key Stage Two, any pupils that still need to work on their phonic
knowledge will be taught in small groups building on the statutory
7

‘Letter and sounds’ phonics curriculum they have been taught in Key
Stage One using resources from Read, Write Inc.
Pupils are taught spelling rules as a progression from phonics and in Year
Three, they begin using a programme which mirrors the key words and
spelling patterns set out in the National Curriculum for Key Stage Two.
Handwriting
The school follows a cursive handwriting scheme of work with year on
year progression. In Year Three, your child will have weekly lessons and
opportunities to practise their handwriting. They are also expected to
use what they have learned every time they write.
Church Services
As a Church of England School each child in the school is involved in
delivering a service in the church calendar. Pupils in Year Three prepare
and lead the school for our Harvest service.
How can I find out what my child has been doing at school?
As well as the overview of the curriculum available on the school
website and regular ‘news’ items from MySchoolApp and Parent Mail,
your child’s teacher is always happy to discuss any concerns or answer
any questions about your child and their work. We also have two formal
Parents’ Evenings during the year. In July you will receive a written
report of your child’s achievements.
How do we assess your child’s learning?
Assessment of your child’s achievement and progress are always
ongoing by their class teacher and other adults involved in their learning.
The class teacher assesses pupils through their verbal, practical and
written responses in lessons and recorded work, for example in books.
Any tests taken are also used to help build a picture of the pupil’s level
of knowledge, understanding and the skills they possess. These all
inform the teacher’s assessment which they record in school records
each half term.
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How can I get involved with my child’s school life?
By working on homework activities:
In Year Three, spellings based on the spelling rules taught in lessons will
be sent home each week to be learnt for their weekly test.
Maths homework is provided through activities on the Abacus portal,
covering learning from the previous week or deepening learning through
problem solving.
Times tables need to be practised frequently through the Times Table
Rock Stars platform and children will be tested three times a week.
Pupils also have access to the Letter Join website to support their
handwriting practice at home.
By reading with your child:
Encouraging children to read is vitally important as it has benefits across
the curriculum. All pupils in Year Three will bring home a reading book
which may be a scheme book, or a non-scheme book, at a level
appropriate for their stage in reading. They will also have a reading
record. Please support your child in completing the date and any
comments about their reading.
You can help your child by:
 Talking about the book: What do you think will happen next? Why
did that happen? How do you think they are feeling? Can you
think of a different ending? Etc.
 Using their decoding skills to read tricky words, e.g. sounding out,
using picture clues, etc.
 Helping them to recognise familiar words they are learning in their
phonics and spelling work.
By looking at our curriculum themes at home:
We welcome any contributions from home on our half-termly or termly
topic theme, such as artwork, story or information books to share or
photos of places they have visited. Information about the topic we are
studying can be found on the overview of the Year Three curriculum on
the website. Also, further details and information will be found on the
class page on the Learning Platform.
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By coming in to school:
We often need parent help in school activities, such as hearing pupils
read, with art/DT lessons, group leaders on trips, organising reading
books, other admin, etc. If you would like to come in and help on an
occasional or regular basis, please speak to your child’s teacher or the
school office.
If you have any questions about any aspect of Year Three or Key Stage
Two, please feel free to come and ask me. We look forward to working
with you and your child.
Miss K Loft
Key Stage Two Leader
Mr A Powley
Deputy Head Teacher
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PE Kit
The National Curriculum states that every child must take part in physical
education and that they should wear the appropriate PE kit. Unless the
weather is extremely bad, all lessons will take place outside, (if appropriate to
the sport).
Indoor (Hall)
Dark Shorts (Navy/Black)
Plain White T-shirt

Outdoor (Playground/Field)
Dark Shorts
(Navy/Black)
Plain White T-shirt
Black / blue Tracksuit (for those
chilly days)
Trainers
Studded Boots (KS2)
Sun Hat
Water Bottle
Black / blue Lightweight Jacket
(for those wet days)

Jewellery
When playing, running about or working it is all too easy for something to
catch on an earring/watch and cause a serious injury therefore the following
should be noted:
- Earrings must be removed for PE and games or taped up securely.
- Watches must be removed before taking part and remain the child’s
responsibility.
- Long hair must be tied back, so please make sure that your child has
some spare hair ties with them on the days they participate in activities.
Please note that these measures are taken in the interests of child safety and
well-being and are in accordance with the Local Authority’s, and national
Health and Safety Guidance.
We suggest that kit is brought in at the beginning of the week and taken home
at the end of the week.
If your child is required to cover up for religious reasons, white leggings can be worn
under school uniform dresses and tracksuit trousers can be worn for P.E
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