English
Grammar

Year 5 & 6
Summer Term Week 10
Lesson 6

Unit/Lesson focus: the aim of this unit of learning is to revise some of the
aspects of grammar that you will use in your writing and then use these in
context by planning and writing a story linked to Treasure Island.

• To identify and use different aspects of grammar in my writing
Unit Learning Objectives:
L.O.: To identify and use different aspects of grammar in my writing
L.O.: To select the correct grammar for my writing
L.O.: To identify and write in the subjunctive mood
L.O.: To select a variety of synonyms for description
L.O.: To use speech to help describe a character
L.O.: To identify and write in the passive voice
L.O.: To use a range of sentence types for interest in my writing
To plan and write a narrative based on a pirate story

Lesson 6
L.O.: To plan and write the build up of a narrative
• I can plan and write the build up of a narrative
• I can also write the build up of a narrative using a variety of
sentence types
• I can even include the passive voice in the build up of a narrative

Here is the definition:
When the subject has something done to it by something or someone.

The word is:
?

Here is the definition:
When the subject has something done to it by something or someone.

The word is:
Passive voice

Vocabulary focus:

Passive voice

The passive voice is when the subject has something
done to it by something or someone.

Passive voice = when the subject has something done to it by
something or someone.

Example sentences
Active Voice

In an active sentence, the subject performs the action (the verb) to the object.
The dog chased the cat.
Passive Voice
In a passive sentence, the thing that would normally be the object gets turned into the
subject through the use of the passive form of the verb. They often include a
prepositional phrase starting with ‘by’.
Past participle used with was to
create a passive verb

The cat was chased by the dog.
The object now
becomes the subject

The original subject preceded
by a prepositional phrase

Passive voice = when the subject has something done to it by
something or someone.

Task 1:
To be able to recognise and use passive voice, you must be able to identify the subject,
action (the verb) and object of a sentence:
The plane is boarded by the family.
Identify the subject, action (the verb) and object in the following sentences:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The damage was caused by the storm.
The magician pulled a rabbit from the hat.
The flowers were grown by my nan.
The toys were given away by the children.
A tuck shop is run by the School Council.

Passive voice = when the subject has something done to it by
something or someone.

Task 2:
Sort the sentences into the correct place in the table
1. The damage was caused by the storm.
2. The magician pulled a rabbit from the hat.
3. The flowers were grown by my nan.
4. The toys were given away by the children.
5. A tuck shop is run by the School Council.
Active voice

Passive voice

Today you are going to continue your narrative

Today you are going to plan and write the build up of your narrative
You will need the chart, sentence planner and story planning sheet.

What can you see?

How might the shipwreck
have happened?

Who did these ships belong
to?

Make a list of powerful
vocabulary that you can think
of linked to this scene.

Build up
This section of the story is going to develop the main
character, introduce others into the narrative and move the
action forward.
Remember, you are writing a story linked to pirates and
treasure, so you can use the knowledge that you have gained
from reading ‘Treasure Island’ to help you.
You will need to look back at the opening of the narrative so
that you can link these sections together. Look to develop
some action in this section as the main character investigates
the wreck. What – or who – is discovered and what does he
do next?

Task 1: plan and write the build up of the story
Read through the first two sections of your story. Look to see how you finished
the first section of writing as this section leads on from that.
Use the following questions to help you plan the build up and fill in the next
section on the story plan.
• What do you do?
• Do you go to explore the wreckage?
• Are there any other survivors?
• Do the survivors meet and if so, how do they meet?
• What do they do when they meet?
• Where were the ships heading before the shipwreck?
• Are they going to continue their journey?
• How will they do this?

Task 2: plan and write the build up of the story
Use the plan (on the additional sheet), picture and sentence planner to help
you write the build up. Remember to continue writing from the same point
of view as you began with. Check your final sentence from the opening, as
this section leads on from there (before the flashback).
Mild: You should be varying your sentence types, using some of the ideas written in lesson
1 to help you. You will also need to include some speech.
Medium: Think carefully about the vocabulary that you are going to use to describe
events that happened. Vary your sentence types, using some of the ideas from the
sentence planner. Include some speech, but remember to use this sparingly to move the
story on or to help describe the characters.
Hot: Use a wide range of sentence types and vocabulary to ‘show not tell’ how the story
progresses. Add speech, but only where it helps move the story on. Include examples of
the subjunctive mood and the passive voice. Remember to include a range of punctuation.

WAGOLL:
Hesitantly, John edged closer to the wreck to investigate.
From his first quick glance up at the bow of the nearest ship, John couldn’t quite work out if it
was ‘his’ ship or that of the pirates; the tell-tale skull and crossbones was nowhere to be seen.
Picking his way through the debris on the shore, he finally reached the gaping hole in the hull.
The wind had eased and the wreckage was now swaying gently on the tide like a giant cradle.
Waves lapping at the wooden structures had a mesmerising effect on John and he stood, merely
watching and listening…
Suddenly, an unexpected sound brought him out of his trance. He stood motionless, listening
carefully but heard nothing more.
“It’s probably the rats,” he thought to himself, shuddering at the thought and continued to make
his way round the side of the first ship. Unsurprisingly, the state of the next schooner was very
similar to the first – unrecognisable as a sea-faring vessel. Then it dawned on him: John had no
way of getting back to England. Light was fading now and he realised that he was hungry. John
scrabbled through the side of the ship to investigate further, hoping to find a ship’s biscuit or
two. After a while, he stumbled upon the galley, grabbed a handful of biscuits and clambered
back towards the hole in the hull where he had entered. Just as he was about to slide back down
onto the rocky shore, he thought that he heard a noise. He waited. There it was again; a faint
whistling sound, like the wind in the trees. Holding his breath, John flattened his body against the
side of the ship and listened. There it was again… and again, but this time slightly louder.
Beginning to panic, he jumped from the ship and began to run away from the wreckage. Rats,
starvation, pirates – which of these was John most frightened of?

WAGOLL:
The whistling sound came again, but this time it was followed by a voice. John stopped and
turned back towards the ships. In the failing light, he could just about make out a silhouette. It
was waving.
“Ahoy there, matey!” a bedraggled figure called out from the remaining crow’s nest.
Waving back, John began to run towards the third wreck. By the time he had reached the water,
the figure had disappeared. Had the figure been a figment of John’s imagination? He peered up
in the direction of the crow’s nest but saw nothing. Moonlight was peering out from behind the
dark clouds, casting strange shadows on the beach. Retracing his steps, John stopped suddenly
as his path was blocked by another human. Looking up, John found himself face to face with
Percy, the ship’s lookout.
“I’ve never been so pleased to see another friendly face!” John exclaimed, grabbing Percy by the
shoulders. “I thought I was the only survivor. What happened to the others?” John rambled on,
relieved.
Placing a gnarled hand on John’s shoulder, Percy began guiding him towards a line of trees. “Me
too, young John,” he sighed. “That was some fight – and one mighty storm. Those pirates stood
no chance once that wind picked up. All lost at sea.” Percy continued, shaking his head. Reaching
the shelter of the trees, the two shipmates sat facing the sea.
“How did you survive? I can’t recall a thing. Tell me more, I implore you!” John was intrigued to
find out more. Pulling a couple of ship’s biscuits from his pocket, he offered one to Percy, who
waved it away and in return, produced a small flask from his tattered waistcoat and took a swig
from its contents.

WAGOLL:
“Ha! You blacked out after hitting your head on the doorframe,” Percy began. “Left you for dead,
they did.” He passed the flask to John before continuing the story.
“So the wreckage was…” John began, coughing from the rum he had just sampled.
“The damage was caused by the storm. All driven onto the rocks. The rudder was useless in
those conditions. No one could have steered her away from the island. But now…” Percy rose to
his feet as he spoke firmly, “we need sleep. We’ve been through quite an ordeal and it’s not over
yet.”

Standing up and brushing the sand off him, John acknowledged Percy's authoritative tone. “Sir.”
he replied, standing to attention.
“Tomorrow we need to make a craft. We didn’t come all this way to be shipwrecked and
marooned on an island,” he announced, pausing to take a swig from his flask. Leaping onto a flat
rock, he continued his speech, “No! We set sail to find treasure… and treasure we will find!”

With that, he jumped flat-footed from the rock and led John back to the wreckage, whistling sea
shanties.

Plenary:
Read through your build up.
Have you
• Varied your sentence types
• Included some speech, set out and punctuated correctly.
• Written interesting descriptive vocabulary to ‘show not tell’
• Included examples of the subjunctive mood
• Tried to write at least one sentence in the passive voice. include a range of
sentence punctuation (colon, semi-colon, dashes, ellipsis)

Make sure that you edit your work.

Reflection:
Lesson 6
L.O.: To plan and write the build up of a narrative
• I can plan and write the build up of a narrative
• I can also write the build up of a narrative using a variety
of sentence types
• I can even include the passive voice in the build up of a
narrative

Passive voice = when the subject has something done to it by
something or someone.

Task 1:
To be able to recognise and use passive voice, you must be able to identify the subject,
action (the verb) and object of a sentence:
The plane is boarded by the family.
Identify the subject, action (the verb) and object in the following sentences:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The damage was caused by the storm.
The magician pulled a rabbit from the hat.
The flowers were grown by my nan.
The toys were given away by the children.
A tuck shop is run by the School Council.

Passive voice = when the subject has something done to it by
something or someone.

Task 2:
Sort the sentences into the correct place in the table
Active voice

The magician pulled a rabbit from the hat.

Passive voice

The damage was caused by the storm.
The flowers were grown by my nan.
The toys were given away by the children.
A tuck shop is run by the School Council.

