English
Grammar

Year 5 & 6
Summer term Week 9
Lesson 2

Unit/Lesson focus: the aim of this unit of learning is to revise some of the
aspects of grammar that you will use in your writing and then use these in
context by planning and writing a story linked to Treasure Island.
• To identify and use different aspects of grammar in my writing

Unit Learning Objectives:
L.O.: To identify and use different aspects of grammar in my writing
L.O.: To select the correct grammar for my writing
L.O.: To identify and write in the subjunctive mood
L.O.: To select a variety of synonyms for description
L.O.: To use speech to help describe a character
L.O.: To identify and write in the passive voice
L.O.: To use a range of sentence types for interest in my writing
To plan and write a narrative based on a pirate story

Lesson 2
L.O.: To use speech to help describe a character
• I can add speech into my writing
• I can also use speech to help describe a character
• I can even use speech punctuation correctly when including
speech in my writing

Here is the definition:

A compound sentence in which two independent clauses are
separated by a colon

The word is:
?

Here is the definition:

A compound sentence in which two independent clauses are
separated by a colon

The word is:
Description: Detail

Vocabulary focus:

Description: Detail

Description: Detail – sentences are compound sentences
in which two independent clauses are separated by a
colon. The first clause is descriptive - the second adds
further detail.

Description: Detail
The first clause is descriptive - the second adds further detail.

Examples
I was exhausted: I hadn’t slept for more than
two days.
There was a storm brewing: a howling wind
added to the lashing rain outside.

Description: Detail
The first clause is descriptive - the second adds further detail.

Task
Complete these Description: Detail sentences with an
appropriate second clause.
1. The cake looked delicious:
2. The puppy looked guilty:
3. There was a scene of destruction:

Our learning today focuses on using speech to help describe a
character.
Speech marks are punctuation marks that are used in pairs in
various forms of writing to indicate speech or begin a direct quote.
They are also called quotation marks and inverted commas.
“Yesterday I read a fantastic book all about African elephants.”
Tobias cried, “I don't want to go to school today.”
“I'm meeting Jacob in the park this afternoon,” Joseph called out to his mum
who was busy in the kitchen.

When we write speech, the words that we choose help to show the
reader what type of person the character is.
First, let’s revisit the rules for including speech in our narratives.

Beginning and End
Keep your speech marks at the beginning and
the end of the words being spoken.
“Lower please!” I said.

“”

New Speaker, New Line
Start a new line whenever someone new speaks.

“How are you doing today?” asked Henry.
“I’m great!” said Ashton.

“”

Capital Letters
Begin the direct speech with a capital letter.
“What an amazing day!” he announced.

“”

Punctuation
Make sure your speech is correctly punctuated.
This includes a piece of punctuation before closing the
inverted commas.
“There are times, I feel that you are a little cold,”
I said.

“”

Reporting Clause
Include in your sentences information about who is
speaking and even how they are speaking. This is
called the reporting clause.
“There are times, I feel that you are a little cold,” I said.

“”

Using speech to help describe a character

Task:
Add speech marks in this passage to show the words spoken by the characters.
Remember to follow the rules as outlined on the previous slides.
I remember him looking round and whistling to himself as he did so, and then
breaking out in an old sea-song that he sang so often. Fifteen men on the dead
man's chest - Yo-ho-ho, and a bottle of rum! he sang in a high, old tottering
voice. Then he rapped on the door with a bit of stick, and when my father
appeared, called roughly for a glass of rum. This, when it was brought to him, he
drank slowly, like a connoisseur, savouring the taste, still looking round at the
cliffs and up at our signboard.
This is a handy cove, he said eventually, and a pleasantly situated inn. Much
company, mate?
My father replied no, very little company, more’s the pity.

Today you are going to use speech to help describe characters
in a narrative.
Look at the picture of a prisoner walking the
plank, taken from
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/pirates/

Imagine the conversation that the prisoner
and the captain would be having.
How would both men speak?
Which words will help us find out about
their character?
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/pirates/

Today you are going to use speech to help describe characters
in a narrative.
How would both men speak?
The pirate may use threatening language while
the prisoner might sound brave, angry and
possibly hint at being frightened about what is
about to happen to him.

Which words will help us find out about
their character?
The words actually spoken within the speech
marks and the reporting clause (who is speaking
and how they speak and act) will give us
information about the character’s personality.

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/pirates/

Task: use speech to help describe characters in a narrative.
Add the speech that could go with a passage of narrative linked to the picture.

The scene:
The prisoner is Captain Jones - captain of a ship which has been captured
and boarded by pirates. Pirate Captain Bonnet has decided that Jones must
walk the plank as he is not cooperating with his requests for information.
Jones has been blindfolded and bound ready.
• Read the narrative on the next slide. Your task is to add the speech that
each character might say. Remember to set the speech out correctly
following the rules on the earlier slides.
• Make sure that the characters of both men are evident in the words that
they say and the reporting clause.

Task: use speech to help describe characters in a narrative.
Add the speech that could go with a passage of narrative linked to the picture.
An asterisk * has been placed in the narrative where speech could be added.
Blindfolded and with his arms bound to his sides, Captain Jones lurched towards the cabin door. Members
of the pirate crew spared their prisoner no mercy as they pushed him forwards towards the cabin door.
*pirate speaks

Unable to retaliate, Jones gasped with pain as he hit the heavy wooden door and fell out, face first, onto
the deck to jeers and laughs from the assembled pirate crew.
*Jones speaks

A large, rough hand grabbed his hair, pulling his head up sharply from the wooden deck.
As Jones’ vision refocused, his eyes met a pair of shiny black boots. Captain Bonnet’s black boots.
*Captain Bonnet responds

With that, the captain kicked out at Jones’ ribs and a raucous cheer rang out loudly from the crew. Jones
knew his fate: it was time for him to walk the plank.

WAGOLL:
Blindfolded and with his arms bound to his sides, Captain Jones lurched towards the cabin
door. Members of the pirate crew spared their prisoner no mercy as they pushed him forwards
towards the cabin door.
“Get moving, you lazy good for nothing,” a gravelly voice bellowed loudly in Jones’ ear. “You’re
keeping the Cap’n waiting.” the voice added sharply.
Unable to retaliate, Jones gasped with pain as he hit the heavy wooden door and fell out, face
first, onto the deck to jeers and laughs from the assembled pirate crew.
“The King will see that you don’t get away with this,” Jones called out through gritted teeth.
“There’ll be a man-o-war ready and waiting to fight you to the death.” Jones continued bravely,
wondering how he would get a message back to land. A large, rough hand grabbed his hair,
pulling his head up sharply from the wooden deck.
As Jones’ vision refocused, his eyes met a pair of shiny black boots. Captain Bonnet’s black
boots.
“And who do you think will tell the King, eh?” Captain Bonnet sneered. “You’re about to
become shark bait. No one sends messages from Davy Jones’ Locker!” With that, the captain
kicked out at Jones’ ribs and a raucous cheer rang out loudly from the crew. Jones knew his
fate: it was time for him to walk the plank.

Plenary:
Look through your reading book for examples of how a
character has been described using speech.
Why do authors show readers what a character is like in
this way?

Reflection:
Lesson 2
L.O.: To use speech to help describe a character
• I can add speech into my writing
• I can also use speech to help describe a character
• I can even use speech punctuation correctly when
including speech in my writing

Using speech to help describe a character

Task:
Add speech marks in this passage to show the words spoken by the characters.
I remember him looking round and whistling to himself as he did so, and then
breaking out in an old sea-song that he sang so often.
“Fifteen men on the dead man's chest - Yo-ho-ho, and a bottle of rum!” he sang
in a high, old tottering voice. Then he rapped on the door with a bit of stick, and
when my father appeared, called roughly for a glass of rum. This, when it was
brought to him, he drank slowly, like a connoisseur, savouring the taste, still
looking round at the cliffs and up at our signboard.
“This is a handy cove,” he said eventually, “and a pleasantly situated inn. Much
company, mate?”
My father replied, “No, very little company, more’s the pity.”

